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Drawing from census and other government data, the 12 chapters of this 2006 edition incorporate 
material on how the Internet has changed Americans' lives. Chapters cover population; households and 
families; social conditions; labor force and job characteristics; housing; income, wealth, and poverty; 
education; crime and criminal justice; health; leisure, volunteerism, and religiosity; voting; and 
government. Each chapter combines narrative and analysis with data in tables and graphs. This 
approach, along with summarization of tabular data, improves access and comprehension for all levels 
of users. Examples of data-derived analysis include these findings: (1) marriages extending past the 
eight-year mark usually last, (2) economic conditions for the nation's elderly have improved over time, 
(3) blue-collar workers are twice as likely as other members of the nation's workforce to sustain an 
injury or illness resulting in lost work days, (4) children experienced little reduction in poverty between 
1969 and 2001, (5) women are still spending more time than men on family care, and (6) significant 
growth has occurred in the proportion of the population not reporting their religion as Christianity or 
Judaism. Each chapter concludes with print and electronic sources that readers can consult for further 
information. 
 
Summing Up: Recommended. All levels. 
 
Reviewer: R. Tolley-Stokes, East Tennessee State University 
Recommendation: Recommended 
Readership Level: All Readership Levels, General Readers, Lower-division Undergraduates, Upper-
division Undergraduates, Graduate Students, Researchers/Faculty, Two-Year Technical Program 
Students, Professionals/Practitioners 
Interdisciplinary Subjects: 
Subject: Reference - Social & Behavioral Sciences 
Choice Issue: jan 2007 vol. 44 no. 5 
Choice Review #: 44-2480 
Review DOI: 10.5860/CHOICE.44-2480 
 
